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Food and Agriculture Organization.—The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
came into being in 1945, the first Conference being held in that year in Quebec City. The 
objectives of the Organization are to raise the levels of nutrition and living standards of 
its members and to improve the techniques of the production and distribution of food and 
agricultural, fishery and forestry products. To this end, the FAO Secretariat collects, 
analyses and distributes technical and economic information and encourages appropriate 
national and international action. A Council meets twice a year to give direction and 
policy guidance to the Secretariat; the FAO Conference, which is the governing body of 
the Organization, meets every other year. Headquarters are in Rome, Italy. 

Canada has participated actively in FAO activities and is a member of the Council, 
the Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP), the Consultative Sub-Committee on 
Surplus Disposal, the FAO Group on Grains, the North American Forestry Commission 
and other FAO bodies. A number of Canadians are on the staff at Rome headquarters 
and many Canadians have undertaken assignments under FAO technical assistance pro
grams. Canadian membership in the Organization is provided for by an Act of the 
Canadian Parliament passed in 1945. A committee of officials from Canadian Government 
departments (the Canadian Interdepartmental FAO Committee) has been established to 
maintain liaison between the FAO Secretariat and the Canadian Government. 

The FAO and the United Nations are jointly responsible for the World Food Program, 
a three-year experimental project that went into operation at the beginning of 1963. The 
Program provides food aid on a multilateral basis for emergency relief and to promote 
economic and social development, including feeding of children. With a contribution of 
approximately $7,000,000 to the three-year project, Canada is the third largest financial 
supporter of the World Food Program. 

World Health Organization.—The World Health Organization (WHO) came into being 
in 1948 and is one of the largest of the Specialized Agencies of the United Nations, having 
a membership of 120. Functioning through the World Health Assembly (an organization 
composed of an Executive Board, a Secretariat and six Regional Committees), WHO acts 
as a directing and co-ordinating authority on international health matters. In addition, 
it provides advisory and technical services to help countries develop and improve their 
health services. The 17th World Health Assembly was held in Geneva in March 1964. 
(See also the item "International Health" in Subsect. 7, Sect. 1, Part I of Chapter VI on 
Public Health, Welfare and Social Security.) 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.—The United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) was established in 1946 
"to contribute to peace and security by promoting collaboration among the nations through 
education, science and culture in order to further universal respect for justice, for the rule 
of law, for human rights and fundamental freedoms". 

Total membership in UNESCO at the end of 1964 was 117 states. The Organization 
is made up of three principal organs—the General Conference, which is the policy-making 
body, the Executive Board and the Secretariat. Representatives from member states 
make up the General Conference which meets every two years to consider applications for 
membership, elect the Executive Board, plan the program and approve the budget for the 
ensuing two-year period. The latest General Conference was held at the headquarters 
of the Organization in Paris in October and November 1964. I t approved a budget of 
$48,900,000, giving priority to the educational needs of the developing countries and to 
science activities, particularly the application of science to development. The Canadian 
assessment rate is 2.98 p.c. The next General Conference will take place in Paris in 
October 1966. 

International Civil Aviation Organization.—The International Civil Aviation Organ
ization (ICAO), with headquarters in Montreal, is the only Specialized Agency of the 
United Nations with headquarters in Canada. Canada has been a member of the 27-nation 


